Charities Update

I have certainly hit the floor running as the Race for Life series has

already started.  Having spoken to a couple of the Area organisers following the first race weekend (11.5.03) it seems that things are going as planned.  Volunteers have arrived and enjoyed themselves, Inverness being able to do a great job with 4 and Maidstone supplying 20 volunteers.  Well done.  Please keep me informed of any problems (none) or great sucesses (many).

The British Heart Foundation is National President Traceys’ chosen Charity of the year. 5,000 babies are born each year with serious heart defects and heart attacks claim many lives, so we need to help protect. Money raised can be forwarded to HQ. This does not replace Cancer Research UK as Circles’ charity, but is in addition.  In June the BHF is launching Wear Red for Heart Day.  Further details will be supplied by Janine Kaye, Circler and BHF President.

We are still supporting UNICEF’s Great Expectations Appeal which is their campaign to protect mothers and their unborn babies from Tetnus and to provide safe birthing kits.  £1 can save a life.  If we give just £10 from each Circle Charity account, we could help over 4,500 women and their children.  Remember  to use the Ladies Circle (coloured) donation leaflet to enable the tracking of contributions.  So far the donation total stands at £750, lets aim higher and make a difference, please.

Lastly a reminder, not that you need it for Round Table Children’s Wish, who would really like our input whether it be money or putting forward names of children who may benefit from RTCW.

If you have had any success at fund raising or charity event, please forward details together with photographs to me at HQ for  the website.  Lets let people know what we can do and how well we can do it.  Fun friendship and fundraising-what we are great at. 

Membership News

One week into this job and I have been busy promoting Circle.  My new title has given me the excuse and confidence to e-mail everyone at my work telling them about my post and what Circle is all about.  It has also swelled my sponsorship for the Race for Life.

I attended a Round Table fundraiser and talked to many Circlers, whose Circle had just closed.  Many said that the enthusiasm had gone, but they would still meet socially, but some said they hadn’t wanted their Circle to close.  I told them that several new Circles had started up this year and that several had re-chartered, so there was definately a future to Circling.  We need to be positive and upbeat whilst promoting Circle, we are our own best ambassadors, so can I encourage you to talk more about what we do.  There is a market for our great organisation, we just need to tap into it.

My first batch of mail from HQ included 7 membership enquiry forms.  If an enquiry has been passed onto you, please contact the lady in question as soon as possible.  Remember to return the yellow copy of the form to HQ when contact has been made to allow me to monitor the success rate.  Even if the lady decides not to join, please return the form to enable unsuccessful  reasons to be recorded.

Be noticed.  The Race for Life is a wonderful opportunity for Circle to be seen and heard.  Remember you can take a membership stand and one banner, just speak to your Race Co-ordinator in advance to arrange the siting.  Get hold of some of the promotional items available (see the web page) and give them out to any lady who would seem likely to show an interest.  Most local papers print associated Race for Life stories.  Ring up and tell them we are in partnership with CRUK and give them something to print.  If you are entering a team tell them that too.  CRUK will be thanking us for help over the public address system at the races, so make sure people can recognise us.  Put the Circle logo, downloaded on transfer paper onto the Volunteer T-shirt CRUK will supply and wear it with pride along with any other Circle gear you have.

Whilst you are printing this mailing, why not print a copy of the Action for Membership booklet.   It is full of ideas and guidance and may prove a useful tool in a membership drive.

Please forward to me copies of your new programmes.  I can then share them with others.  Also if you have sucess in recruitment, then let me know how and why and then by sharing those successes perhaps other Circles can benefit too.

Please keep in touch, I really want to make a difference and with your help, friendship and the odd chocolate or two  I think I can.

In friendship

Barbara Wrightson

National CMLO (or National Thingmy as my husband calls me!)

